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Organizations Supporting Senate Bill 115

Organizations registered in support of SB 115 with the WI GAB:
Wisconsin Dietetic Association

Wisconsin Medical Society

Children’s Hospital & Health System

Wisconsin Nurses Association

American Heart Association

Wisconsin Public Health Association

Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments & Boards
School Nutrition Association of Wisconsin

Wisconsin Health Care Association

Other organizations that publicly support SB 115:

e UW Hospital & Clinics
ThedaCare
Affinity Healthcare
Bellin Health
Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center Nutrition Department
Wisconsin Partnership for Activity and Nutrition (WIPAN)
Wisconsin Diabetes Advisory Group
Wisconsin WIC Association
Northeast WI Association of Diabetes Educators (NEWADE)
West Central Wisconsin Chapter of the American Association of Diabetes
Educators (WCWAADE)
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Patient Care Services and 608.263.8665

s . Office of the Chisf Nurse '608.263.9830 Fax
oo s i
Ava,
) Madison, W1 53762
August 7, 2009
Wisconsin Dietetic Association

¢/o Lynn Edwards, RD, CD, Executive Director
1411 West Montgomery Street
Sparta, WI 54656-1003

RE: Senate Bill 115 — Dietitian Licensure

The University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics supports the Wisconsin Dietetic Association in
their effort to pass Senate Bill 115, legislation that would license dietitians and nutritionists in
Wisconsin and create a scope of practice for these highly-trained health care professionals.

Dietitian and nutritionist licensure is a safety measure for Wisconsin citizens. Health care consumers
deserve access to reliable, high-quality nutrition counseling and therapy. Unfortunately, there have
been many documented cases where individuals have received poor nutrition advice from unqualified
practitioners, which has led to bad medical outcomes for patients across the state.

As mentioned-above, Senate Bill 115 would create a licensing standard for dietitians and nutritionists
as well as a statutory scope of practice to ensure only qualified practitioners — who have met specific
education and experience requirements — are able to provide nutrition therapy. Nutrition therapy is a
complex practice used to treat specific chronic illnesses, such as diabetes and heart disease.

With several of the leading causes of death in our country linked to diet and lifestyle, individuals are
commonly seeking expert nutrition therapy to prevent or treat serious illness and disease. It is more
important than ever to ensure only qualified health care professionals are providing the nutritional

_ assessments and interventions that could have life-or-death implications.

By licensing dietitians and nutritionists in Wisconsin, Senate Bill 115 will increase access to
advanced nutrition care. To avoid making payments to unqualified practitioners, many insurance
companies require health care providers to be licensed by the state for reimbursement. If consumers
don’t have to pay large out-of-pocket expenses, they’re more likely to take advantage of cost-
effective, preventative nutrition care.

The University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics supports the Wisconsin Dietitian Licensure Bxll to
help improve access to the highest-quality nutrition counseling and therapy.

Sincerely,

Ainsur) P Measlend .

Maureen P. McCausland, DNSc, RN, FAAN
Senior Vice President, Patient Care Services
and Chief Nursing Officer

uwhealth.org
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Wisconsin Distetic Association

eio Lynn Edwards RD, CO Executive Coordingtor
1411 West Monigomery 5t

Sparta, Wi 54656 1003

Re Dietitian Licensure Bill

The West Central Wisconsin Chapter of the American Asscciation of Diabetes Educators (WCWAADE) supports the efforts of
the Wisconsin Dietetic Association and the passage of the Dietitian Licensure Bill SB: 115,

WOCWAADE 1s a regional, muit-disciplinary professional membership organization dedicated to advancing practice of.
+ Diabetes seif-management training and care as integrai components of heaith care for persons with diabetes
» |ifestyle management for the prevention of diabetes. including Medical Nutrtion Therapy by Registered Distitians

The West Central Wisconsin Chapter of the American Association of Diabetes Educators 1s made up of the leading authorities in
northwest Wisconsin in diabetes self-management training and in ifestyle management for the prevention of and management of
diabetes WCWAADE advocates for improved access to diabetes self managemaent training, and prevention training.

Diefitians and nutrtionists are not currently licensed in Wi As a result, a wide vaniety of people call themselves "nutrition
experts” Bookstores lelevision infomercials. and nutrition /weight loss websdes are fied with an array of products and
irformation that may not be credibie  The public desarves to know when the information being given is bases on stience They
also deserve 1o know if the information is being given by pecple who have appropriate education and expenence

iLicensure of dietitians and nutritionists protects the public by clearly identifying individuals that have met specific
education and credentialing requirements This bill would establish a scope of practice and title protection tor Registered
Detitians (RD's}, ensunng that only quabfied individuals provide Medical Nutntion Therapy for prevention and treatrent of chronic
diseases and medical conditions such as Type 1 diabetes, Type 2 dabetes, gestational diabetes. and pre-diabetes. Thirty -five
states as well as the Uistrct of Columina ang Puerto Rico currently icanse dietitians.

State licensure will heip improve availabiity of and access to high quality nutrition services. Many Wisconsin insurance
companies require icensure 10 reunburse heaith care providers so unqualified providers dispensing questionable advice are not
reimbursed  Without licensure, services may not be covered regardless of whether a physician orders them Since these
services sre highly cost effective, the result will be a reduction in chronic disease and also in shont term and long term savirgs cf
health care dollars.

WOWAADE supports the passage of the Dietitian Licensure Bill 8B 115 because of the critical nature of having access to
relihie and safe nutriton information and reliable services being made readily avadable to professionals and consumers as we
address the epidemic of diabetes in Wisconsin.

Sincerely
-~ B s s

G ; .
e . S LS
hig f"/‘{,{ :_;7;:_5 R N L A

Chrstine Veenendall BSN RN COE
President Elect WOWAADE
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wmme HEALTH SYSTEM

Affinity Medical Group
Administrative Offices
1570 Midway Place » Menasha, W1 54952
August 5, 2009

Wisconsin Dietetic Association

C/O Lynn Edwards, RD, CD, Executive Director
1411 West Montgomery Strcet

Sparta, W1 54656-1003

RE: Senate Bill 115 — Dietitian Licensure

The Affinity Health System supports the Wisconsin Dietetic Association in their effort to pass Senate
Bill 115, legislation that would license dietitians and nutritionists in Wisconsin and create a scope of
practice for these highly-trained health care profcssionals.

Dietitian and nutritionist licensure is a safety measure for Wisconsin citizens. Health care consumers
deserve access to reliable, high-quality nutrition counseling and therapy. Unfortunately, there have
been many documented cases where individuals have received poor nutrition advice from unqualified
practitioners, which has led to bad medical outcomes for patients across the state.

As mentioned-above, Senate Bill 115 would create a licensing standard for dietitians and nutritionists
as well as a statutory scope of practice to ensure only qualified practitioners — who have meet
specific education and experience requirements ~ are able to provide nutrition therapy. Nutrition
therapy is a complex practice used to treat specific chronic illnesses, such as diabetes and heart
disease.

With several of the leading causes of death in our country linked to diet and lifestyle, individuals are
commonly seeking expert nutrition therapy to prevent or treat serious illness and disease. It is more
important than ever to ensure only qualified health care professionals are providing the nutritional
assessments and interventions that could have life-or-death implications.

By lcensing dietitians and nutritionists in Wisconsin, SB 115 will increase access to advanced
nutrition care. To avoid making payments to unqualified practitioners, many insurance companies
require health care providers to be licensed by the state for reimbursement. If consumers don’t have
to pay large out-of-pocket expenses, they’re more likely to take advantage of cost-cffective,
preventative nutrition care.

The Affinity Health System supports the Wisconsin Dietitian Licensure Bill to help improve access
to the highest-quality nutrition counseling and therapy.

President, Affinity Medical Group

Affinity Medical Group * Affinity Cccupational Health ¢ Affinity Visiting Nurses ® Calumet Medical Center
Franciscan Care & Rehabilitation Center ® Mercy Medical Cenrer ® Nerwork Health Plan  St. Elizabeth Hospital

A partnership of Ministry Health Care and the Whearon Franciscan System




Huaithcare Partnar of

bellinhealth e©

July 22, 2009

Wisconsin Dietetic Association

C/O Lynn Edwards, RD, CD, Executive Director
1411 West Montgomery Street

Sparta, WI 54656-1003

RE: Senate Bill 115 — Dietitian Licensure

Bellin Health System supports the Wisconsin Dietetic Association in their effort to pass Senate Bill
115, legislation that would license dietitians and nutritionists in Wisconsin and create a scope of
practice for these highly-trained health care professionals.

We feel that dietitian and nutritionist licensure is a safety measure for Wisconsin citizens. At Bellin,
we believe that health care consumers deserve access to reliable, high-quality nutrition counseling
and therapy. Unfortunately, some individuals have received poor nutrition advice from unqualified
practitioners which may have contributed to a less than desirable health outcome.

As mentioned-above, Senate Bill 115 would create a licensing standard for dietitians and nutritionists
as well as a statutory scope of practice to ensure only qualified practitioners — who have meet
specific education and experience requirements — are able to provide nutrition therapy. Nutrition
therapy is a complex practice used to treat specific chronic illnesses, such as diabetes and heart
disease.

With several of the leading causes of death in our country linked to diet and lifestyle, individuals are
commonly seeking expert nutrition therapy to prevent or treat serious illness and disease. It is more
important than ever to ensure only qualified health care professionals are providing these nutritional
assessments and interventions.

By licensing dietitians and nutritionists in Wisconsin, SB 115 will increase access to advanced
nutrition care. To avoid making payments to unqualified practitioners, many insurance companies
require health care providers to be licensed by the state for reimbursement. If consumers don’t have
to pay large out-of-pocket expenses, they’re more likely to take advantage of cost-¢cffective,
preventative nutrition care.

Bellin Health System supports the Wisconsin Dietitian Licensure Bill to help improve access to the
highest-quality nutrition counseling and therapy.

George Kerwin
President, CEO

744 South Webster Avenue, P.O. Box 23400, Green Bay, Wi 54305-3400 Tel (920) 433-3500 Fax (920) 433-7971
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June 9, 2009

Wisconsin Dietetic Association

C/O Lynn Edwards, RD, CD, Executive Director
1411 West Montgomery Street

Sparta, W1 54656-1003

RE: Senate Bill 115 - Dietitian Licensure

The ThedaCare Health Care Organization of Northeastern Wisconsin supports the Wisconsin
Dietetic Association in their effort to pass Senate Bill 115, legislation that would license dietitians
and nutritionists in Wisconsin and create a scope of practice for these highly-trained health care
professionals.

Dietitian and nutritionist licensure is a safety measure for Wisconsin citizens. Health care
consumers deserve access to reliable, high-quality nutrition counseling and therapy.
Unfortunately, there have been many documented cases where individuals have received poor
nutrition advice from unqualified practitioners, which has led to bad medical outcomes for
patients across the state.

As mentioned above, Senate Bill 115 would create a licensing standard for dietitians and
nutritionists as well as a statutory scope of practice to ensure only qualified practitioners — who
have met specific education and experience requirements — are able to provide nutrition therapy.
Nutrition therapy is a complex practice used to treat specific chronic ilinesses, such as diabetes
and heart disease.

With several of the leading causes of death in our country linked to diet and lifestyle, individuals
are commonly seeking expert nutrition therapy to prevent or treat serious illness and disease. 1tis
more important than ever to ensure only qualified health care professionals are providing the
nutritional assessments and interventions that could have life-or-death implications.

By licensing dietitians and nutritionists in Wisconsin, SB 115 will increase access to advanced
nutrition care. To avoid making payments to unqualified practitioners, many insurance
companies require health care providers to be licensed by the state for reimbursement. If
consumers don’t have to pay large out-of-pocket expenses, they’re more likely to take advantage
of cost-effective, preventative nutrition care.

ThedaCare supports the Wisconsin Dietitian Licensure Bill to help improve access to the highest
quality nutrition counseling and therapy.

Sincerely,

@@Mmﬂ

Robin Wilson, MD
Vice President of Medical Affairs
ThedaCare

122 E. College Avenue P.O. Box 8025 Appleton. W1 54912-8025 Tel: 920-735-5560 Fax: 920-830-5895

www.thedacare.org




7l 11](_ lersen
theran.

\-l.i_‘. 11’ 2009

Wisconsin Dietetic Association

C/0O Lynn Edwards, RD, CD, Executive Director
1411 West Montgomery Street

Sparta, W1 54656-1003

RE: Senate Bill 115 — Dietitian Licensure

'he Gundersen Lutheran Nutrition Therapy Department supperts the Wisconsin Dietetic Association
in their effort to pass Senate Bill 115, legislation that would license dietitians and nutritionist in
Wisconsin and create a scope of practice for these highly-trained health care professionals

Dietitian and nutritionist licensure is a safety measure for Wisconsin citizens. Health care consumers

deserve access to reliable, high-quality nutrition counseling and therapy. Unfortunately, there have
been many documented cases where individuals have received poor nutrition advice from unqualified
practitioners, which has led to bad medical outcomes for patients across the state.

As mentioned-above, Senate Bill 115 would create a licensing standard for dietitians and nutritionists
as well as a statutory scope of practice to ensure only qualified practitioners — who have met specific
education and experience requirements — are able to provide nutrition therapy. Nutrition therapy is a
complex practice used to treat specific chronic illnesses, such as diabetes and heart disease.

With several of the leading causes of death in our country linked to diet and lifestyle, individuals are
commonly seeking expert nutrition therapy to prevent or treat serious illness and disease. It is more
important that ever to ensure only qualified health care professionals are providing the nutritional
assessments and interventions that could have life-or-death implications.

By licensing dietitians and nutritionist in Wisconsin, SB 115 will increase access to advanced

nutrition care. To avoid making payments to unquahﬁed titioners, many insurance companie
require health care providers to be licensed by the state for reimbursement If consumers don’t
to pay large out-of-pocket expenses, they’re more hkely to take advantage of cost-cllective,

preventative nutrition care.

Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center and the Gundersen Lutheran Nutrition Therapy Department
supports the Wisconsin Dietitian Licensure Bill to help improve access to the highest-quality

nutrition counseling and therapy.

Sincerely,
Jenmferf {arson RD, CD =
Administrative Director, Nutrition Therapy
Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center

Gundersen Clinic, Lid.

1906 South Avenue o La Crosse, Wisconsin 54607 « (608) 782-7300 « (800} 3679567 * wwwgundhnh.org




March 30, 2009

Wisconsin Dietetic Association

¢/o Lynn Edwards RD, CD, Executive Coordinator
1411 West Montgomery St.

Sparta, Wl 54656-1003

Re: Dietitian Licensure Bill

The Northeast Wisconsin Association of Diabetes Educators (NEWADE) supports the
efforts of the Wisconsin Dietetic Association and the passage of the Dietitian
Licensure Bill SB:115.

NEWADE is a 60 member, regional, multi-disciplinary professional membership
organization dedicated to advancing practice of:
« diabetes self-management training and care as integral components of health care
for persons with diabetes
« lifestyle management for the prevention of diabetes, including medical nutrition
therapy by Registered Dietitians

The Northeast Wisconsin Association of Diabetes Educators is the leading authority in
northeast Wisconsin in diabetes self-management training and in lifestyle management
for the prevention of and management diabetes. NEWADE advocates for improved
access to diabetes self-management training, care and lifestyle management for
prevention.

Dietitians and nutritionists are not currently licenses in Wisconsin. As a result, a wide
variety of people call themselves “nutrition experts”. Bookstores, television infomercials
and nutrition or weight loss websites are filled with an array of products and information.
The public deserves to know when the information being give is based on science. They
also deserve to know if the information is being given by people who have appropriate
education and experience.

Licensure of dietitians and nutritionists protects the public by clearly identifying
individuals that have met specific education and credentialing requirements. This
bill would establish a scope of practice and title protection for Registered Dietitians
(RDs), ensuring that only qualified individuals provide medical nutrition therapy for
prevention and treatment of chronic diseases and medical conditions such as type 1,
type 2, gestational diabetes and pre-diabetes. Thirty-five states as well as District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico currently licensure dietitians.

State licensure will help improve availability of and access to high-quality nutrition
services. Many Wisconsin insurance companies require licensure to reimburse health
care providers so unqualified providers dispensing questionable advice are not
reimbursed. Without licensure, services may not be covered regardless of whether
a physician orders them. Since these services are highly cost-effective, the result will
be a reduction in chronic disease and also in short-term and long-term savings of health
care dollars.




NEWADE supports the passage of the Dietitian Licensure Bill SB 115 because of
the critical nature of having access to reliable and safe nutrition information and reliable
services being made readily available to professionals and consumers as we address
the epidemic of diabetes in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Deb Woelfel RD, CDE
President Northeaster Wisconsin Association of Diabetes Educators, President




March 16, 2009

Wisconsin Dietetic Association
C/O Lynn Edwards, RD, CD
Executive Director

1411 West Montgomery Street
Sparta, Wisconsin 54656-1003

RE: Dietitian Licensure Bill

The Wisconsin Diabetes Advisory Group (DAG) is a statewide collaborative that addresses
priority areas of diabetes care and prevention to reduce the economic, social, physical, and
psychological impact of diabetes in Wisconsin. DAG supports the role of the registered dietitian
in Medical Nutrition Therapy for diabetes and its co morbidities such as hypertension,
dyslipidemia and chronic kidney disease.

Medical Nutrition Therapy (MNT) is a standard of care which is outlined in the Wisconsin
Essential Diabetes Mellitus Care Guidelines. Within these Guidelines we note:

e Medical Nutrition Therapy (MNT) is a comerstone of diabetes management. It is strongly
recommended that a person with diabetes be referred to a registered dietitian.

e A registered dietitian (RD) has specific expert knowledge and skills to carry out the entire
process from nutrition diagnosis to intervention, monitoring, and evaluation.

¢ Due to the complexity of diabetes nutrition issues, referral to a registered dietitian (RD)
skilled in the current recommendations of diabetes care (preferably who is also a certified
diabetes educator) is strongly recommended.

The Wisconsin Diabetes Advisory Group supports and promotes measures that will improve
access and availability of the highest quality Medical Nutrition Therapy for people at risk or
living with diabetes in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,
B ot Corol@rass> o
Diane Anderson MS, RN, BC-FNP, APNP, CDE David Scheidt, OD

Wisconsin Diabetes Advisory Group Wisconsin Diabetes Advisory Group




@ e Wisconsin Partnership for Activity and Nutrition

healthy eating - physical activity - healthy weight

February 19, 2000

Wisconsin Dietetic Association

C/O Lynn Edwards, RD. CD, Exccutive Director
1411 West Montgomery Street

Sparta. Wl 34656-1003

RE: Dietittan Licensure Biil

The Wisconsin Partnership for Activity and Nutritton (W1 PAN) supports the efforts of the
Wisconsin Dietetic Association and the passage of the Dietitian Licensure Bill.

The Wisconsin Partnership for Activity and Nutrition (W1 PAN] 15 a statewide coalition
representing over 130 organizations and programs, who share the common mission of improving
the health of our state's residents by decreasing overweight and obesity, improving nutrition and
increasing physical activity. The Wisconsin Nutrition and Physical Activity State Plan provides
a framework to help create and support environments that make it easier for all residents to make
healthy food choices. be physically active and achieve an maintain a health weight. The Plan
emphasizes strategies to:

« Promote and support exclusive and sustained breasifeeding

¢ Promote increased fruit and vegetabie consumption
e Promuote increased physical activity

s Reduce television time

o Reduce sweetened beverage consumption

¢ Reduce consumption of high-cnergy densc foods

Dietitians and nutritionists are not currently licensed in Wisconsin, As a result, a wide vanety of
peopie call themselves “nutrition experts™. Bookstores, television infomercials and nutrition or
weight loss websites are {illed with an arrav of products and information. The public deserves to
know when the information being given by “experts”™ 1s based on science. They also deserve to
know i1 the information is being given by people who have appropriate education and
cxperience.

Licensing of dietitians and nutritionists protects the public by clearly identifying
individuals that have met specific education and credentialing requirements. This bill
would cstablish a scope of practice and title protection for registered dietitians (RDs), ensuring
that only qualified individuals are providing nutrition therapy for prevention and treatment of
chronic diseases or medical conditions. Thirty-five states as well as District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico currently license dietitians.




State licensing will help improve the availability and accessibility of high-quality nutnition
services. Many insurance companies require licensure to reimburse healthcare professionals so
that unqualified providers dispensing questionable advice are not reimbursed. Without
licensure, services may not be covered regardless of whether a physician orders them.

Since these services are highly cost-effective. the result will be a reduction in chronic disease and
also in short-term and long-term savings of health care doliars.

WI PAN supports of the passage of the Dietitian Licensure Bill because of the critical nature
of having access to reliable and safe nutrition information and related services being made
readily available to professionals and consumers as we address the epidemic of obesity in
Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

f /A
/j AR

" Qusan Nitzke, PhD, RD., C‘D
Wisconsin Partnership for Activity and Nutrition, Chair
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Janel Hemmesch, our own
Weilness Gurull

Janel Hemmesch, Public Health
Nutritionist, began employment
with the Health Depariment in
2004. Within her first year, she
had begun her mission of improv-
ing the health of the community
through community partnerships
and infrastructure changes. Now,
nearly five years later, many
projects have been accomplished
and others are well under way,
with her biggest accomplishment
being expansion of the Polk
County Nutrition and Physical

The Kronos Project

Activity Coalltion {NPA Coalition}
from 5 active members to the
current 28. Most projects are
funded through grants, which
Janel has sought out and wrote
throughout her employment.

To the direct benefit of all
employees, Janel initiated the
Worksite Weliness Committee for
Polk County employees and has
been actively chairing the com-
mittee, writing the newsletier and
helping coordinate the many
wellness programs and opportu-
nitles.

2009 plans involve a large
grant received from WIPAN
(Wisconsin Physical Activity and
Nutrition) to implement activities
in multiple seftings through NPA’s
four committees: Community,
School, Worksite, and Breast-
feeding. The Community Com-
mittee aims to create a local
food system as a means to assure
access to healthy and safe foods
to everyone in Polk County, with
an emphasis on fruits and vege-
tables. The School and Worksite

Committees’ will be assisting with
development of wellness commit-
tees, polides, and plans within those
Polk County facilities. The Breast-
feeding Committee will be aiding
two worksites in the development of
a breastfeeding policy and appro-
priate lactation room.

She has accomplished all this and
more In less than half time hours
because In addition to the above
projects, over half of her hours are
required for the WIC {Women,
Infants and Children) Program,
where she provides nutrition coun-
seling for pregnant, post-partum
and breastfeeding women and
children vnder 5 years.

Janel has shown tremendous
leadership by initlating many pro-
jects and assuring their sustainabil-
ity to the health benefit of all in
Polk County. With her many job
duties and active projects Janel is a
very busy woman. Yet, never a
work day goes by that she doesn’t
have on a smile and friendly words
for both co-workers and dients.

Implementation of the Electronic Timekeeping System

As many of you are aware, the
County Board authorized the pro-
wrement of a County-wide elec-
tronic timekeeping system. Kronos
Workforce Central Is the selected
product.

A little background... In 2007,
Golden Age Manor identified the
need for a new timekeeping sys-
tem, on the heels of the demise of
their current automated system.
Due to the nature of their time
reporting requirements, an auto-
mated system was a must. After
completion of some initial re-
seardh, it was determined that for
minimal additional cost, the entire
County could benefit from the
purchase of an automated system
for GAM. The County Board au-
thorized a resolution to move
forward with the project — de-
velop an RFP and select a vendor.
This process was completed in late

2007. However, a short time
later, the resolution to sell GAM
was on the table, and the Time-
keeping project was put on hold.
GAM continued to work with
their current, unsupported and
outdated system as the GAM sale
issues moved forward. Once the
determination was made that
GAM would remain a County-
owned entity, the need to replace
their timekeeping system resur-
faced with an even greater sense
of urgency. Furthering the support,
it was identified that GAM could
recoup d large portion of the cost
of the new timekeeping system
through Medicakd depreciation
reimbursements. The GAM Board,
in coordination with the Finance
Committee, moved the resolution
to purchase the system forward to
County Board, who approved
purchase and implementation.

A small project workgroup has
been working on compiling the infor-
mation necessary to build an auto-
mated system with the complexity
our dynamic workforce requires.
Twenty percent of Kronos' book of
business is Government sector em-
ployers, so they are largely familiar
with the needs and complexities or
our organization.

So what does this mean for you as
an employee of Polk County? Less,
or elimination of, manual recording
of time and more information ot your
fingertips. Most employees will use
their current badges to “swipe In” at
one of multiple timekeeping kiosks
that will be mounted in centralized
locations throughout the bulidings.
This will record time In ond time out ~
eliminating the paper timecard - no
need to remember to write it down
or recollect your hours warked at the
end of the pay period.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

This is YOUR Newsletter

PLEASE SEND YOUR AUGUST
MNEWSLETTER ARTICLES OR
SUBMISSIONS YO DARLENE
KUSMIREK'S ATTENTION BE-
FORE THE END OF THE DAY ON
TUESDAY, Juty 28TH.

Fax: 485-912100 E-mail
DARENEIUSVWIE @) COPOULWLUS

THE AUGUST ISSUE WILL BE
DISTRIBUTED ON TUESDAY,
AUGUST 4TH WITH YOUR
PAYCHECK,
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Aurora Sinai Experience

Recognizing Aurora Stars, Planetree in action, or simply, great care

Announcing the 2007 Spirit of Planetree Award recipients

The Spirit of Planetree Awards were created to promote patient-
centered care by publicly recognizing individuals from all
Planetree-member organizations who personalize and demystify
the healthcare experience for others as well as programs and
services that support extraordinary achievement in patient-
centered care. Each Planetree-member organization is invited to
nominate a caregiver, physician champion and, in the spirit of
pet therapy, an animal or pet that has contributed healing,
therapeutic support.

Congratulations to the 2007 Aurora Sinai Medical Center Spirit
of Planetree Award recipients:

Caregiver Award
Janine Bamberger, MS, RD, CD
Supervisor Nutrition Services

Janine Bamberger is a founding leader
of Aurora Sinai’s Wellness Works
Planetree Work Team and has led a
number of health and wellness efforts
connected to several Planetree Com-
ponents (Nutrition, Healing Arts,
Healthy Communities and Comple-
mentary Medicine). Some of |anine’s
many contributions include:

* Working with Food Management to add more nutritious
options in our cafeteria and vending machines, including
options from Outpost Foods. Janine was also instrumental in
the development of nutrition labels/information in the
cafeteria.

» Transforming one of our stairwells into a “StairWELL" with
soothing music and murals to encourage caregivers to
increase their exercise, while leaving elevators more accessible
for patients and visitors.

Simplified bed assignment process...

(continued from page 1)

These process changes and successes exemplify the level of
patient care and professionalisr delivered by Aurora Health
Care and Aurora Sinai Medical Center nurses. Working
together to share information, having open, real-time
discussions to solve problerns, and owning every patient’s
experience demonstrates their determination to provide the
most patient-centered care.

* Creating and supporting wellness challenges where teams of
caregivers can compete together to earn points for wellness
activities. ‘ IR

Efforts by Janine and fellow caregivers partly inspired Aurora’s
system-wide wellness efforts and also resulted in Aurora Sinai
winning a Wellness Councils of America 2006 Gold Level
Award.

Physician Champion Award
judy Tjoe, MD

Medical Director Breast Health
Services

No better endorsement can be written
for Dr. Tjoe than the following patient
letter:

At age 46, | was diagnosed with breast
cancer. Dr. Tjoe explained everything to
my husband and | — what type | had...
and my mammograms and pathology reports. She let us be active
in all decision-making. She gave me a hug and let me know that
she was there for me.

While in the hospital, she came to see us in the evening after a full
day of work. She patiently answered all of our questions. She
called my house to see how | was and would call with test results
because she knew how stressful waiting could be.

Right now | am in my third cycle of chemotherapy and am doing
fantastic. Dr. Tjoe has literally saved my life.

Therapy Animal Award
Daisy
Handler/Owner Elaine Eisner

Daisy is a calm, kind and beautiful
eight-year-old Golden Retriever who
visits the patients of Aurora Sinai’s
Acute Care for the Elderly (ACE) and
Inpatient Rehabilitation units.

Handler and owner, Elaine Eisner,
pursued therapy dog certification for
Daisy when she recognized her gentle ways and love of people.
Spending time with Daisy is therapeutic for Aurora Sinai
patients—physically and emotionally. We hold a tremendous
amount of respect and appreciation for Daisy and Elaine, and
their dedication to meeting with our patients.




Memorial Health Center
Medftord, Wisconsin

Improving Diabetes Care and Outcomes
in a Rural Primary Care Clinic

In the United States. type 2 diabetes is prevalent, despite an
increased focus on improving diabetes care and outcomes by the
national medical and public health communities, and the proven
benefits of tighter glycemic control. In addition, data show that despite
the avaifability of a wide variety of treatment approaches to normalize biood
sugar levels, the greal majority of diabetic patients remain poorly controlled.
Phis small, rural hospital took on the challenge to improve hemoglobin A 1T results
among patients with type 2 diabetes and to improve the
hemoglobin Alc levels,

This project was initiated by a number
background in diabetes care and

a callaborative efforl, Memorial
diabetes registry, and trained py
patients comprehensive dial: ‘aucation. During 2002-2004. the iniliative
achieved the following:

¢ Average hemoglobin A ormal levels are less than 6.8) for more than 500
diabetic patienis.

¢ Became a state leade guidelines for frequency of checking Alc levels, achieving

ed to the state’s rate of 89 percent.

LDL and triglycertides in patients,

from 35 at inceptian in 2002,

a 95 pereent compll
* Maintained oplims
* Number of patie

Memorial Health
efinic orgunizoli
residential ca

ved, not-for-profit primary care and critical access hospital and
campus includes a 101-bed skilled nursing facility, a 28-unit
iplex, a 24-unit senior low income housing complex, o retail
iree satellite locations. Memorial Health Center's almost 500
ding personalized, high quality primary care services for oll
nembers. The medical statf includes more than 40 primary
an specinlists.

phormacy, and
employecs [0




, WDA

A Wisconsin Dietetic Association

Taking Steps for a
Healthier Wisconsin

T UL <. REGISTERED
Registered Diefitian (RD) DIETITIANS

Helping you and your family
achieve optimal health
through nutrition, exercise

The Wisconsin Dietetic Association, an

affiliote of the Americon Dietetic

Association, is a professional I\ and healthy lifestyle habits.
organization of food and nutrition experts ‘
committed to improving the nutrifion i . Look for a Registered
and health of all Wisconsin residents. o . Dietitian (RD) when
! f sy . you want sound
www.eatrightwisc.org T By Nutrition Advice.
y




' 9 B Anat is a

Registerad Oietitian?

Registered Dietitians are... 0

...your most credible source of
nutrition information. Look for the
initials RD indicating the professional has:

~ * Completed a Bachelors,
% Masters or Doctorate Degree
f in Nutrition.

. Completed a 900-hour
; - . Supervised Practice
e b#’ Program.

+ Passed a National Exam « :
* Kept Current through Continuing
Education

Where can a Registered
Dietitian be found?

* Hospitals & Health Clinics

* Physicians’ Offices

* Private Practice

* Dialysis Centers
* Wellness Centers
* School Food Services
* Universities

* Public Health

* Food Industry

*» Government
Agencies

Look for a
Registered Dietitian (RD)
as your source of
Sound Nutrition Advice.

Consult an RD today to start improving
your health.

Visit www.eatright.org for nutrition
information and to find a nutrition
professional in your area.

Contacting a Registered
Dietitian...

...could be PRICELESS
to your health!

A\

WISCONSIN DIETETIC ASSOCIATION
rig American Dietetic Association

wda@centurytel.net
888-232-8631
www.eatrightwisc.org

Change Your Life
Change What You Eat




What are the henefits
of seeing an RD?

Nutrition education is cost effective
for individuals, corporations and

insurance companies. Studies show
that Medical Nutrition Therapy can:

* Decrease the length of hospital stay

* Reduce the complications of
chronic disease such as diabetes,
heart disease and hypertension

* Decrease the chance of low birth
weight infants

* Improve the health and well
being of all people

* Help you change your eating
habits

* Increase your performance in
sports

* Help you lose weight or maintain
a healthy weight

Registered Dietitians have the skills
and knowledge to translate nutrition
science into practical information.
Contact a Registered Dietitian for all
your nutritional needs.

b TOP 10 REASONS TO SEE A

REGISTERED DIETITIAN:

You have high cholesterol or high
blood pressure and worry that you
could have a heart attack or stroke.

You have or are at risk for diabetes
and you want to prevent
complications such as blindness or
kidney failure.

You have digestive problems cancer e

o or food allergtes

You are pregnant, trying to get:
pregnant, or breastfeeding your
baby.

You are concerned about your youhg :
child’s weight or risk of becoming

e overwe|ght

Your teenager has issues with food
and may have an eating disorder.

You need to gain or /l]bsefweight o

You are thinking of having or have
had gastric bypass surgery.

You're carmg for an agmg parent who

is eating poorly or losing weight.

You want to improve your
performance in sports or just want to
eat smarter.




